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The only antimony produced on a commercial scale in San Bernardino county (as of 1956) came from 
the Desert Antimony Mine. There was very minor output in the years 1939 to 1942. Several antimony 
deposits are known in the Clark Mountains but appear to be small and of marginal importance. Stibnite 
(antimony sulfide), the principal ore of antimony, has been reported in the Atolia, Calico, Clark 
Mountains, Rand and New York Mountains districts (Murdock and Webb, 1948) Only the Desert 
Antimony mine in the Clark Mountain area, and described below, has been seriously worked.   The 
Desert Antimony Mine is at the east base of Clark Mountain, about 21 airline miles northeast of 
Mountain Pass, and about 36 airline miles .northeast of Baker. Ownership (as of 1956): Mrs. W. 
Trehearn, Nipton Mercantile Company, Nipton, California owned unpatented claims.  It yielded small 
tonnages in the period 1927-28 and as late as 1939, but the mine became inactive cerca 1956. A 
reduction plant consisting of a 10-ton furnace was installed on the property but was not put in 
continuing operation. The deposits are stibnite-bearing quartz veins in Archean granitic gneiss. Three 
parallel veins, 2 to 5 feet wide and about 50 feet apart strike N. 30° E. and dip 75° NW. The stibnite 
occurs as irregular aggregates and discontinuous stringers as much as 2 feet wide. (Tucker and Sampson, 
1931, p. 264). The veins also contain orthoclase and calcite. The ore as mined is reported to have carried 
from 15 to 20 percent antimony and to have been sorted to a grade of 40 percent. Mining has been 
confined largely to the west vein, which appears richest stibnite. A shaft, 100 feet deep, and inclined 75° 
NW., follows .the vein. Several hundred feet of drifting explore the vein both north and south of the 
shaft on the 50- and 100-foot levels. For about 85 feet south of the shaft the vein has been mined to the 
surface. The middle and east veins have been explored by several hundred feet of surface cuts and 
shallow pits. Ore in the east vein is said to have been encountered by a short crosscut, winze, and ·drift 
totaling about 100 feet long.16 The mill house and concrete beds of the furnaces of the reduction plant 
were still standing in mid-1952. (Wright and others, 1953, p. 59-60). 
 



 
Figure 1. Geology of the Desert Antimony Mine and surrounding area. From Hewett, 1956, Plate 1. 

  


