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History 
The mine (Hewett, 1956, no. 77, pl. 2), variously known as Mescal, Mollusk, or Cambria, lies high on the 
northeast slope of the Mescal Range, about a mile south of old U. S. Highway 91 (present I-15) which 
descends Wheaton Wash. According to Charles Loomis, living at the Beatrice mine in 1927, it was 
located as the Cambria mine by Henry Morgan in 1881 and in 1882 was bought by McFarland and 
Loomis, who did considerable development work. It is briefly described by Crossman (1890, p. 
363).(From Hewett, 1956, p.132). 
 
The 1869 silver discoveries by the Piute Mining Company on the northeast slope of Clark Mountain, and 
the subsequent discovery by the McFarlane brothers in Spring 1870 resulted in the formation of the 
small but lively town of Ivanpah. The mines and mills here thrived, albeit somewhat fitfully, until 1881, 
when output declined even faster than the price of silver. (From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
There was never sufficient water at Ivanpah for the mules which packed silver ore from the McFarlane 
brothers mines six miles east to the mills situated at Ivanpah, so Mescal Spring, about eight miles to the 
south, was utilized to water the mules. At Mescal Spring one evening late in 1879 Mr. Orr laying in his 
bunk in a rock cabin recognized mineralization in one of the rocks the cabin was constructed. Then he 
headed up the draw with Morgan and discovered the Mescal Mine. In March 1880 it was reported that 
the mine was "turning out all that could be desired". (From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
In 1882 the mine, which was interchangeably referred to as the Mescal or Cambria, was sold to William 
A. McFarlane and Simes A. Barrett. Little is heard from the mine until April 1885 when McFarlane 
stopped at Calico on his way to San Bernardino long enough to inform the editor of the Calico Print he 
intended to return to the mine with a small mill. He also reported that they had 100 tons of $100 rock 
on the dump, and the former operator had milled 100 tons of ore. At this time a modest crew of men 
had driven a 80 foot long drift. (From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
In May 1885, a number of miners and wood choppers arrived from Providence as activity began to pick 
up. A month later, the Calico Print announced the, "Mescal mining camp has commenced to boom. 
About 20 pack animals of John Domingo are making daily trips from the Cambria mines to the mill at 
Ivanpah." In spite of these pronouncements only seven or eight men were employed at the mine. (From 
Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
On Wednesday June 17, 1885, the long idle Ivanpah mill began prcessing ore from the Cambria mine. By 
the middle of July, the first two bars of silver bullion worth $2,720 were shipped by Well, Fargo and Co. 
(From Vredenburgh, 1996d).The most productive period began in January 1886 when McFarlane leased, 
then sold, the Cambria Mine to a company of Los Angeles businessmen. Under the supervision of 
McFarlane and Barrett, the company's 20 men drove a second tunnel, 125 feet below the first, installed 
a 350-yard tramway, and graded a site for a five-stamp mill near Mescal Spring. The mill started up in 
early December, turning out four bars of bullion weighing 5,000 ounces. (From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
Mescal was a compact well-run camp. A correspondent of the Print considered the mill "a thoroughly 
substantial one in all its parts. They have a fine assay office, overseen by the painstaking assayer, Mr. L. 



A. Blackburn. The office is comfortable, and the boarding-house, lodging house, etc., show that they 
look to the comfort of their men." A handful of men, several with families, were living in well-built 
adobes covered with good shingle roofs. "Good" miners were receiving $3.50 a day; "Excellent" board 
cost $8 a week. Mescal was, a visitor was later told, a camp where wages were good, work was steady 
and "everybody was happy." (From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
Three adobe structures at the camp were built here by Adolph Nevaras; an assay office, a boarding 
house, and the superintendent's house. Nevaras also built the assay office for Bidwell at Ivanpah and the 
Alf's home in Daggett. (From Vredenburgh, 1996d).Many changes occurred early in 1887, an additional 
5-stamp battery was added to the mill April 1887. The 10-stamp mill ran day and night. The Cambria Mill 
and Mining company also purchased the mines and mill of the Ivanpah Mill and Mining Company. Mail 
service to the camp began in March. The post office was known as Nantan. A weekly stage, meanwhile 
was running from Fenner station, on the Santa Fe line, and a store was in business. Mescal was at its 
peak. But the price of silver was on a decline, from an already-low 97 cents an ounce to 94 cents in 
1889. The grade of the ore was also declining, to $20 a ton. One 1890 report stated "a ten-stamp mill is 
kept running," yet only twelve people lived in the area; and the post office closed that December. 
Reportedly the Cambria Mine by then had produced $250,000 in gold and silver. (From Vredenburgh, 
1996d). 
 
Local cattleman Sidney Yates, just after the turn of the century used the boarding house in association 
with cattle operations. But a heavy snow collapsed the roof, and the shakes were replaced with sheet 
iron in 1911. The mill was scrapped in 1914. A short lived revival in 1915 yielded 2,000 ounces of silver 
and minor gold. The assay office remained in fair condition until a story in a treasure magazine reported 
that gold coins had been hidden in the adobe walls. Treasure hunters soon demolished the building. 
(From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 

Mescal Mint Fraud Scheme 
The effect of falling silver prices produced the situation where in early 1893 the price of silver had fallen 
so low that a silver dollar contained only 40 cents worth of the metal. It would be more profitable to 
counterfeit silver dollars from pure newly mined silver than to sell the silver. (From Vredenburgh, 
1996d).In an 1895 Los Angeles Times article, which seems to have sprung from the writer's imagination, 
much like the tabloids at your grocery store checkout counter, two Denver business men, known only as 
Spencer and Davis, sought to recoup the fortunes they had lost in the depression by counterfeiting silver 
coins. According to the story, Spencer and Davis bought the Mescal property and built a smelter, 
brought in a carefully selected crew, and installed counterfeiting machinery at the bottom of a deep 
shaft. Spencer and Davis soon began taking out each day 20 tons of ore containing a total of 800 ounces 
of silver, enough to coin one thousand bogus dollars. Tightly packed into hollow bars of silver, the coins 
were shipped out to cities and fenced. (From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
The silver dollars were excellent imitations. But their accidental discovery in a hollow silver bar led John 
E. Bennett, a Secret Service agent, on a painstaking hunt for clues. Finally Bennett found his prey in the 
summer of 1893 and enlisted the aid of a detachment of soldiers. After leaving the railroad, Bennett and 
a guide finally "turned around a small cone-like hill and there before us, close upon us, was the Mescal 
camp. It lay on a ridge which made out from the mountain into the valley... Above on the bold side of 
the high roaring mountain was the mine, its grey dump marking with a light splotch the dark slope..." 
Buckets suspended on an aerial tramway carried ore from the mine to the smelter. Running down a 



steep slope, a pipe from the mine fed a pool of delicious water. Visitors were unwelcome, but Bennett 
contrived to have himself stranded in the camp. (From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
One morning in August, Bennett identified himself as a secret Service agent and ordered Spencer and his 
crew to surrender. Spencer merely sneered "Pooh, you talk like a fool. I'll have you know, sir, that it will 
take a better man than you to arrest a whole camp and shut down a mine on such a fool charge at 
that..." (From Vredenburgh, 1996d). 
 
Spencer had prepared for such an emergency. Just as Bennett's men were about to charge over the hill, 
Spencer blew a whistle. The mountain inside began to rumble. An explosion blew Bennett and several 
others off their feet; boulders went flying. One man was fatally injured. Under the rubble, too deep to 
dig out, were the dies, roller, and counterfeiting press. Taken to Los Angeles for trial, Spencer, Davis, and 
their smelterman were acquitted for lack of evidence. But they never returned to their old ways. (From 
Vredenburgh, 1996d).  
 

Geology and Mine Workings 
The state of the development of the Mescal Mine in 1929 is shown in Hewett, 1956 figure 48 
(reproduced below). The enclosing rock is thinly bedded dark-gray dolomite of the Goodsprings 
dolomite which here trends N. 10° W. and dips about 35° W. The contact of an underlying intrusive 
rhyolite sill is a bedding plane that has about 250 feet stratigraphically below the zone of rocks explored 
by the mine. Near the mine, the contact is broken by two cross faults that trend N. 70° E. and dip 80°-82° 
N. In each case, the north block is dropped. The mine explores a single shoot of ore from the surface to 
the bottom of a winze below the third level or about 300 feet (fig. 48). The shoot follows a wall that lies 
nearly parallel to the bedding. On the tunnel level, the wall follows the bedding of the dolomite closely, 
but in the main winze it is clearly shown that it cuts across minor folds. This wall and the meager breccia 
that underlies it must have been formed during the epoch of compression and essentially mark the 
position of a minor thrust fault. The mine also reveals several minor faults that trend N. 70° E. and dip 
70° S., along which the displacement is about one foot. The specific cause of the localization of the shoot 
in the thrust fault is obscure. From what is known of the region, it seems probable that it is determined 
by one or more minor cross fractures, possibly of the tear type. The shoot was largely a body of fine-
grained quartz that sporadically contained fine disseminated sulfides. The sketch (Hewett, 1957. fig. 49, 
reproduced below) made at the bottom of the deepest winze shows the distribution of the quartz and 
the way in which it has replaced the dolomite. The width of the stopes ranges from 2 to 5 feet. The most 
abundant sulfide in the material on the dump is stibnite, which locally forms 10 to 20 percent of the 
weight. A carefully polished specimen shows a little pyrite. Since silver was the most valuable 
constituent some silver-bearing sulfide must be present. These sulfides fill the pores of the sponge-like 
mass of quartz that replaced the dolomite. The records of production indicate that ore shipped  



contained from 50 to 100 ounces of silver and about $3.50 worth of gold to the ton. (From Hewett, 
1956, p. 132). 
 

Figure. 1. Sketch map of Mescal mine workings. From Hewett, 1956, p. 132 
 



Figure 2. Recorded production of the Mescal Mine. From Hewett, 1956, p. 132. 

Figure 3. Sketch of Mescal vein. From Hewett, 1956, p. 133. 
 
The Mescal and Mollusk mine are in the fault zone of the Mesquite Thrust Fault which places Upper 

Goodsprings dolomite (D u) to the west against Jurassic Mountain Pass Rhyolite (Jm) to the east 

(Evans, 1971). 
 



 
Figure 1, Geology of the Mescal-Mollusk mines and surrounding area. From Evans, 1971. 
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